
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING- VIRTUAL 
September 12,2023 at 7:00P.M. 

Planning and Zoning Commission 
Sep 12,2023,7:00-10:00 PM (America/New_York) 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 
https:llmeet.goto.com1957337581 

You can also dial in using your phone. 
Access Code: 957-337-581 

United States:+ 1 (646} 749.::Jl~2 

Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts: 
https:llmeet.goto.comlinstall 

I. Call to Order I Ro 11 Call 

II. Approval of Minutes 

A. August 16, 2023 - Special Meeting 

III. Recognition of Guests I Public Comments (non-Agenda items) 

IV. Action on Pending Applications 

A. Petition 2023-04 - Petition of the Hebron Board of Education to install a new 
playscape at 580 Gilead Street, Residence- I District. No Action Recommended. 

V. Old Business- No Old Business 

VI. New Business 

A. New Applications 

1. Petition 2023-06 -Petition of John Tarquinio to amend an approved Site Plan at 
33 East Street, Residence- I District. 

2. Petition 2023-07- Petition of Paul Fichera for a Special Permit to construct an 
accessory structure (garage) that exceeds 900 square feet on a lot under 5 acres in 
size at 103 Burrows Hill Road, pursuant to Section 2.E.8 of the Hebron Zoning 
Regulations, Residence- I District. 

B. Set Public Hearing Date 

1. Petition 2023-07 - Petition of Paul Fichera for a Special Permit to construct an 
accessory structure (garage) that exceeds 900 square feet on a lot under 5 acres in 
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size at 103 Burrows Hill Road, pursuant to Section 2.E.8 of the Hebron Zoning 

Regulations, Residence-1 District. 

 

C. Other New Business  

 

1. Hebron Historical Society Greater Together Community Grant 

 

2. Summary of Hebron Historical Society recommendations for the 2024 Plan of 

Conservation and Development 

 

VII. Public Comment (non-Public Hearing applications) 

 

VIII. Correspondence 

 

A. Hebron Historical Society 

 

IX. Adjournment 

 

Next Meeting: September 26, 2023 – Regular Meeting / Workshop 

  October 10, 2023 – Public Hearing / Regular Meeting 
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PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
MINUTES

SPECIAL MEETING – VIRTUAL
August 16, 2023 at 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: N. Wood, F. Zitkus, D. Sousa, J. Boice
Alternate Member Present: T. McManus
Members Absent: D. Garner
Staff: M. Bordeaux- Town Planner

Special Meeting
I. Call to Order / Roll Call: N. Wood called the meeting to order at 7:02p.m.
N. Wood sat T. McManus as a voting member.

II. Approval of Minutes
A. July 11, 2023 – Regular Meeting / Workshop:
Corrections:
Page 4: The first sentence under workshop 2- Modify the moratorium… Change “because” to
“although”.
Page 4: Last Paragraph, the second sentence should read “He also feels that all cannabis uses
should not be allowed in all the central zones. That retail sales of cannabis could be allowed in
commercial or business zones with appropriate restrictions and that there is potential for the
micro cultivation within the Town’s commercial technology zone on Old Hartford Rd.”
Page 5: First item- The subdivision was approved over 10 years ago.
Page 5: Remove the third sentence.
The motion to accept the July 11, 2023 Regular Meeting/Workshop Minutes as amended
was made by F. Zitkus, seconded by D. Sousa; the motion passed unanimously.

III. Recognition of Guests / Public Comments (non-Agenda items): None

IV. Action on Pending Applications – No Pending Applications

V. Old Business – No Old Business

VI. New Business
A. New Applications
1. Petition 2023-04 – Petition of the Hebron Board of Education to install a new
playscape at 580 Gilead Street, Residence-1 District.
The Commission has received a new application from the Hebron Board of Education to install a
new playscape at Gilead Hill Elementary School at 580 Gilead Street in the Residence-1
District. An application is required to amend the existing Site Plan for the elementary school and
grounds, a use permitted in accordance with Section 2.C.4.2 of the Hebron Zoning Regulations.
The Hebron Board of Selectmen have approved American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding for
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the proposed project. Creative Recreation has prepared a design for use by students of Gilead
Hill Elementary School as well as members of the public. As you will recall, Creative Recreation
also prepared plans for the replacement of existing playground equipment at Veterans Memorial
Park, a project approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission on May 9, 2023.
This application is under review by Town staff. There are some outstanding questions from
Commission members and the Town Engineer. M. Bordeaux is waiting to hear a response
before moving forward.

2. Draft Petition of the Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission to amend the Hebron
Zoning Regulations to terminate the Temporary and Limited Moratorium on Cannabis
Establishments and adopt regulations prohibiting Cannabis Establishments. Possible
Acceptance of New Application (Petition 2023-05) pending review of the Commission.
M. Bordeaux reviewed a draft of the Hebron Zoning Regulations that would end the Temporary
and Limited Moratorium on Cannabis Establishments currently in place and establish
regulations prohibiting Cannabis Establishments in Hebron. He is recommending a
two-pronged approach that would make it easy for those reviewing the Zoning Regulations to
identify the use prohibition.
First, each table of uses for every district would include reference to Cannabis Establishments
with an “x” signifying that the use is not permitted. Second, Section 6.D, currently the
Moratorium, would be revised into a Prohibited Uses section.
The only outstanding question for the Commision with the proposed approach is regarding the
terms related to Cannabis that were adopted as part of the Moratorium. Either the PZC
keep the terms in Section 6.D so that no one gets confused by seeing them in the Glossary of
Terms Section 9 and assumes that because they are listed, they must be permitted. Or
alternatively, they have a dedicated portion of Section 9 for Cannabis-related Terms and make a
note similar to the one used in “Sign-Related Terms” (see pg. 239 of the Regulations) such as
“See Section 6.D of these Regulations”.
After review, if the Commission is satisfied with the approach, M. Bordeaux is prepared to
complete the draft application, which would be identified at Petition 2023-05. In accordance with
State Statute, as the proposed amendment would impact the entire town, notifications to the
Capital Region Council of Governments (CRCOG) and abutting municipalities are required.
CRCOG requires a 30-day review of the proposal for consistency with regional plans. If the
Commission wishes to move the process along, it is possible to schedule a public hearing for
the October 10, 2023 Commission meeting.
N. Wood opened the floor for comments and questions from the Commission.
F. Zitkus inquired if 6.D should become 6.C.5. M. Bordeaux agrees and so rather than have a
prohibition section, it will just be included in the miscellaneous provisions section. In the table it
would read “Cannabis Establishments as defined in section 6.C.5'' and not have them all in a
special section in the Glossary of Terms. In the event that there’s some other use that comes
along, the PZC could modify this section at that time.
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B. Set Public Hearing Date:
1. Draft Petition of the Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission to amend the
Hebron Zoning Regulations to terminate the Temporary and Limited Moratorium
on Cannabis Establishments and adopt regulations prohibiting Cannabis
Establishment. Possible Acceptance of New Application (Petition 2023-05)
pending review of the Commission.
The Public Hearing Date is set for 10/10/2023.

C. Other New Business:
Pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) Section 8-24, no municipal agency or
legislative body shall (1) locate, accept, abandon, widen, narrow or extend any street, bridge,
parkway or other public way, (2) locate, relocate, substantially improve, acquire land for,
abandon, sell or lease any airport, park, playground, school or other municipally owned property
or public building, (3) locate or extend any public housing, development, redevelopment or
urban renewal project, or (4) locate or extend public utilities and terminals for water, sewerage,
light, power, transit and other purposes, until the proposal to take such action has been referred
to the Commission for a report which will outline their satisfaction with its consistency with the
POCD and other goals and objectives of the PZC. These referrals have to do with a proposed
acquisition or disposition of land so in order for the Town to make a decision ultimately these
potential actions will be referred to a special town meeting and a vote will be taken. That is the
nature of Ct General Statute, section 8-24 for the Planning and Zoning Commission to weigh in
however it is not binding.

1. CGS 8-24 Referral – Acquisition of O’Connor Property on Chittenden Rd and
Hoadly Rd, Parcels #49-2, 49-3 and 50-5
The Open Space Land Acquisition Committee identified three parcels that equal approximately
115 acres in the south-west corner of town that were consistent with the goals of the POCD and
the Open Space Land Acquisition Committee. The OSLAC made a recommendation that the
town pursue acquisition of this land and it coincided with the opportunity to make an application
to the State for a grant that would help offset the costs and help pay for the land. The grant was
awarded and it will pay for 65% of the appraised value of the land. In order to close on the
property the PZC need to make this referral to the BOS so they can move the purchase to a
special town meeting. The town vote will approve or disapprove of using Open Space funds to
pay for the remaining 35% of the acquisition cost of this land.
Within the parcels there are watercourses, there are water bodies, different landscapes, wildlife
habitats and a very important role in cleansing water that works its way through the Greater
Salmon River watershed and it has passive recreational potential.

Members discussed a recommendation to require a financial and economic analysis. F. ZItkus
responded that there is a final report that was sent out dated June 3, 2023 that has the sale
price, an appraisal and the grant award dated June 7, 2023. The appraisal price that the owner
agreed to is $481,000. The grant is for 65% or $312,000.
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The motion that the Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission, acting under the
provisions of Section 8-24 of the Connecticut General Statutes, recommend to the
Hebron Board of Selectmen the purchase of the O’Connor Property (Lots #49-2, 49-3 and
50-5) of 115.36 acres located at 102 Chittenden Road and along Chittenden and Hoadly
Roads was made by T. McManus, seconded by F. ZItkus; the motion passed with four
ayes and one nay.
N. Wood- Aye
F. Zitkus- Aye
D. Sousa- Aye
J. Boice- Aye
T. McManus- Nay

The reasons for the Commission’s recommendation are consistent with the recommendation of
the Hebron Open Space Land Acquisition Committee and associated attributes report, and
include the following:
• The proposed acquisition of the O’Connor Property for open space purposes is consistent
with the Goals and Policies of the Open Space Plan contained in the 2014 Hebron Plan of
Conservation and Development as the property is located on a greenway identified on the
“Future Open Space Map”.
• The properties are highlighted by a series of interconnected ponds through which
watercourses flow to form a tributary to the Blackledge River, a Class A watercourse and
tributary of the Salmon River, a river of Statewide importance.
• The properties are further characterized by a variety of physical features including a
diverse forest of native trees and shrubs, extensive wetland and upland systems providing
high-quality wildlife habitat, a large vernal pool, two stratified drift aquifers and prime
farmland soils.
• The property includes observed historical features such as a pond-side well, a dam,
stonewalls and foundations.
• The State of Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection awarded
the Town of Hebron an Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant in the amount
of 65% of the agreed upon purchase price (appraised value) of the property.
• Acquisition of the O’Connor Property for open space purposes would prevent the Town
from any potential future responsibilities related to the improvement of the unimproved
portion of Chittenden Rd.
• The O’Connor Property provides an opportunity for bird watching, wildlife observation,
fishing, hiking, boating, possible camping and geologic, historical and wildlife study.

2. CGS 8-24 Referral – Disposition of Parcel #46-26X on Abby Drive
In response to the inquiry of adjacent property owners, Town staff has been directed by the
Hebron Board of Selectmen to prepare the transfer of 0.28 acres of Town-owned property
identified as Parcel #46-26X located on Abby Drive. The Town-owned parcel was historically
intended to provide access to undeveloped land located to the north. The access strip was
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designed to meet the standards for construction of a new public street that would allow for future
residential development, however the approximately 104-acre parcel (identified as Parcel
#46-18+19) was acquired by the State of Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection and no longer has any future development potential. The parcel of land serves no
function to the public and the improvement of public access to the State-owned land via this
strip of land would be an additional maintenance burden on Town staff. The following
information was provided to assist the Board in their consideration of this request.
• The Abby Road Subdivision was approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission in
1962. The approved subdivision included the provision for access to adjacent land with
development potential.
• Parcel 46-26X was dedicated for future access to the adjacent Parcel #46-18+19. The
access-strip was designed to satisfy the requirements for public right-of-way with a 50’
width and corner radii at the intersection with Abby Dr for vehicle turning movements
consistent with public improvement standards.
• Parcel 46-26X was conveyed to the Town of Hebron in 1997.
• Parcel 46-18+19 was acquired by the State of Connecticut in 2019 for the purpose of
protecting, in perpetuity, wildlife and wildlife habitat.
• The assessed value of the access strip (Parcel #46-26X) is $980. The Hebron Assessor’s
Office indicates that the addition of land (approximately 0.14 acres) to each abutting
property would yield a nominal increase in assessed value.
• The driveway at 29 Abby Dr encroaches over the turning radius of the access strip on
Parcel #46-26X. Conveyance of a portion of the Town-owned access strip would remedy
the encroachment.
• 29 Abby Dr is in foreclosure on tax liens, action is pending.

M. Bordeaux contacted Matt Star, a property agent from the Land Acquisition and Management
Office at the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection to ensure that
there was sufficient frontage along North Street and that there is no need to use this strip of land
to access the State Property next to it and he was assured that it was not needed.

The motion that the Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission, acting under the
provisions of Section 8-24 of the Connecticut General Statutes, recommend the Hebron
Board of Selectmen convey Parcel #46-26X in approximately equal parts to the adjacent
properties at 29 and 35 Abby Drive (Parcel #46-25 and #46-26, respectively) as depicted
on the survey plan “Perimeter Survey, Prepared for the Town of Hebron by Jeffrey A.
Sanborn, L.S. of NLJ Land Survey & Technical Services, Inc., dated March 2023, revised
04/06/23, Sheets No. 1 of 1” was made by T. McManus, seconded by F. Zitkus; the motion
passed unanimously.
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3. CGS 8-24 Referral – Acquisition of a portion of St. Peter’s Church Property,
Parcel #13-2 on Church St.
St. Peter’s Church has formally offered a 5.0-acre portion of their recently acquired 16.5-
acre property located along Church Street, lot 13-2. The 5.0-acre western most portion of the
property abuts Jeremy River, a Class A watercourse. Father Ron Kolanowski of St. Peters
Church has asked if the Town would be willing to share in the cost of a property survey
(co-share cost of $553) and wetlands delineation (co-share cost of $800) of said property.
This acquisition would provide more continuous Open Space for linear recreation, trail
development, provide some resource protection from any potential future development that
would occur, the Open Space Land Acquisition Committee has been working with St. Peter’s
church on the development of a survey to identify the five acres and having the property
appraised, which was $7,500 which would come from the Open Space funding source.

The motion that the Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission, acting under the
provisions of Section 8-24 of the Connecticut General Statutes, recommend to the
Hebron Board of Selectmen the purchase of a 5-acre portion of the St. Peter’s Church
Property on Church Street identified as Parcel #13-2 and depicted on the survey attached
was made by F. ZItkus, seconded by T. McManus; the motion passed unanimously.
The reasons for the Commission’s recommendation are consistent with the recommendation of
the Hebron Open Space Land Acquisition Committee and associated attributes report, and
include the following:
• The 5.0-acre portion of the property abuts town-owned open space to the north and west
and is very approximate to other town-owned property to the south and east, thereby providing
an opportunity to extend an area of open space for passive recreational activities such as hiking
and fishing.
• The property is part of the Jeremy River Greenway Corridor as depicted in the 2014 Plan of
Conservation and Development.
• The Jeremy River traverses the western boundary of the 5.0-acre portion of the parcel, flowing
north to south, and in this location includes known Trout Habitat.
• This portion of the parcel appears to be located within an alluvium sand and gravel deposit
aquifer.
• Acquisition of the parcel would protect the forested steep slopes and the water quality of
Jeremy River, continuing the Committee’s efforts in preserving upland soils of this Class A
watercourse, a tributary of Salmon River.
• The property may contain Species of Special Concern as depicted in the 12/13 DEEP
Natural Diversity Database (note: The 12/20 Natural Diversity Database does not depict
this area).

VII. Public Comment (non-Public Hearing applications): None
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VIII. Correspondence
A. Email dated July 25, 2023 from Kevin J. Tulimieri, including attached letter dated
May 1, 2023 from the Hebron Green Committee to the Hebron Board of Selectmen
and Hebron Public Building Committee. This email included all the recently documented
information concerning 17 Kinney Rd.

D. Sousa emailed the Commission members a list of courses that are available between now
and the end of the year that satisfy the four hours of required training that Commissioners need
across Connecticut.

IX. Adjournment:
The motion to adjourn the August 16, 2023 Special Meeting was made by F. Zitkus,
seconded by D. Sousa; the motion passed unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:32p.m.

Next Meetings: September 12, 2023 – Regular Meeting / Workshop
September 26, 2023 – Public Hearing / Regular Meeting / Workshop



TOWN OF HEBRON 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 

TO:  Planning and Zoning Commission 

 

FROM: Matthew Bordeaux, Town Planner 

 

DATE: September 7, 2023 

 

RE:  Planner’s Report for September 12, 2023 Regular Meeting 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Action on Pending Applications 

 

Petition 2023-04 - Petition of the Hebron Board of Education to install a new playscape at 

580 Gilead Street, Residence-1 District. 

 

This application remains under review as the applicant provides additional information requested 

by Town staff. No action on this application is recommended at this time. The application was 

received by the Commission on August 16, 2023. 

 

 

New Applications 

 

Petition 2023-06 – Petition of John Tarquinio to amend an approved Site Plan at 33 East 

Street, Residence-1 District. 

 

The Commission has received a new application from John Tarquinio of Fireside Supply Inc, 

located at 33 East Street. Mr. Tarquinio is requesting to construct a new 26’ x 38’ (988 sq. ft.) 

building to be attached to the existing main building. An application is required to amend an 

approved Site Plan for the non-conforming use in the Residence-1 District. 

 

This application is under review by Town staff.  

 

 

New Applications 

 

Petition 2023-07 – Petition of Paul Fichera for a Special Permit to construct an accessory 

structure that exceeds 900 square feet on a lot under 5 acres in size at 103 Burrows Hill 

Road, pursuant to Section 2.E.8 of the Hebron Zoning Regulations, Residence-1 District. 

 

The Commission has received a new application from Paul Fichera of 103 Burrows Hill Road. 

Mr. Fichera is requesting to construct a new 30’ x 40’ (1,200 square feet) accessory structure on 

a lot 4.1 acres in size. In accordance with Section 2.E.8 of the Hebron Zoning Regulations, the 

Commission may, by Special Permit, authorize an accessory building or structure with a greater 

floor area than permitted above when such building or structure is situated on the property in 
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such a way as to minimize visibility from the street and to minimize any adverse impacts on 

neighboring properties.  

 

A public hearing is required for this application. The Commission has reserved the second 

regularly meeting of each month for the 2024 Plan of Conservation and Development Update 

workshop. The Commission has tentatively scheduled a public hearing regarding the regulation 

of cannabis establishments on October 10, 2023. Therefore I recommend the Commission 

schedule a public hearing on this item on October 10, 2023 as well.   

 

 

Other New Business 

 

Hebron Historical Society Greater Together Community Grant 

 

John Baron of the Hebron Historical Society has requested to discuss the proposed “Greater 

Together Community Grant” with the Commission. A description of the project is attached for 

your review. 

 

 

Other New Business 

 

Summary of Hebron Historical Society recommendations for the 2024 Plan of 

Conservation and Development 

 

In an email dated August 12, 2023, John Baron, Liaison of the Hebron Historical Society, 

submitted recommendations for amendment of the 2024 Plan of Conservation and Development 

and requested the opportunity to present and discuss the recommendations. A summary letter 

dated August 12, 2023 and a letter encompassing the recommendations, also dated August 12, 

2023, are attached for your review.  

 

An invitation has been extended to the Hebron Historical Society to present and discuss their 

recommendations.  

 

 

 

 

MRB 
H:\Matt\Boards & Commissions\PZC\2023\09-12-2023\Planners Report.docx 
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Hebron Historical Society Greater Together Community Grant 

Trails and Tales – Meet your neighbors (5 QR Tours of Hebron Center) 

1 Marjorie Circle beginning at Airdorondack chairs down Marjorie Circle 

and return to Gull Schoolhouse, to WWII Civilian Watch Station back to 

Airdorondack chairs. 

2 Church Street from Kinney Road crosswalk to Route 85/66 Traffic light 

3 North side of Hebron Green from Congregational Church to business 

district 

4 Wall Street from RHAM campus to Old Burying Ground 

5 South side of Hebron Green and Old Town Hall 

Goal – Develop an educational, social and architectural history for use by school 

groups, scout groups, families and interested pedestrians along Hebron Center’s 

sidewalk system. 

To fulfill the role assigned to the Hebron Historical Society by the Planning and 

Zoning Commission as stated in the 1998, 2014 and future 2024 Plan of 

Conservation and Development (POCD) based on current research and to provide 

access to historical images of Hebron Center. 

Methodology – use of QR codes mounted on a 3-foot-high Pressure Treated (PT) 

4x4” with the top cut at a 45-degree angle located next to the town owned verge 

along Hebron Center sidewalks or on town owned land.  Some posts will include 

multiple QR codes. 

Overarching concept – due to events like the Fire of 1882, the history of Hebron 

Center is not fully represented by existing architecture, but is encapsulated by 

numerous archaeological sites. 

• Hebron Center was never densely populated during the Colonial Period. 

There is only one pre-Revolutionary War house currently standing in 

Hebron Center. 

• There are only 2 post-Revolutionary-1800 houses in Hebron Center. 

• Federal development remains along Church Street and to a certain extent 

along the south side of the Green. 

• The north side of the Green, Douglas Library and American Legion 

represent Victorian buildings replacing earlier structures. 



• Buildings shown in yellow from the Beers 1869 Map of Hebron – no longer 

exist 

 
Sample Tour – Marjorie Circle 

 

Trails and Tales – Meet Your Neighbors along Marjorie Circle Index 

Introduction—post by Adirondack chairs 

 

View South of Dr. Orrin White / Horton house—post in front of #8 Horton House 

Horton House 

 

# 21 Marjorie circle – Fuller House – post between #21 and #25 

# 25 Marjorie Circle – Marjorie Martin House 

 

#30 Marjorie Circle – Pliny Parker House—post on north end of Gull School site 

# 22 Marjorie Circle – Miss Esther Buell’s House 

 

Gull School—post by Gull School 

 

WWII Civilian Watch Station—post by Watch Station 

Commented [MB1]: The proposed post location (Gull 
School site) seems far away from #30  



 

Hebron Records Building—post by Old Records building 

 

Hendee’s store location—post by crossing to Congregational Church 

Conclusion 

 

 

 

Stop 1 

Trails and Tales --Meet Your Neighbors along Marjorie Circle 

Welcome 

You are invited to meet some of the people and explore places from Hebron’s past 

along Marjorie Circle. This child and family friendly QR tour can be done in any 

order with each site being a short walk from here. Just click on a QR code and you 

are on your way to meet your neighbors from Hebron’s past.  

Getting started --A Changing Townscape  

Have a seat in one of the Adirondack chairs seasonally placed next to the Old 

Town Records building.  

Take a look at the buildings to the south of the Route 85/66 traffic light heading 

toward Colchester. 

This section of the Hebron Green has been changed several times over the past 

300 years.  Originally the Hebron Meetinghouse stood where the traffic light is 

located.  Further south was the Hebron elm planted in 1763 to commemorate the 

end of the French and Indian War.  To the west stood the Post House and store as 

well as Fuller’s tavern. 

Think about it 



Change and time are interrelated.  Often as time goes on, a given scene whether 

natural or man-made will change.  Try to keep the image you see today of Hebron 

Center in your mind.  If you visit this spot 5 or 10 years from now, see if you can 

remember things that were different.  To a large degree this is what history is 

about, noting changes over time.  Another part of history is explaining why those 

changes took place. 

 

Meet Your Neighbors QR Tours funded by the Hebron Greater Together 

Community Fund in conjunction with the Hebron Historical Society 

 

Hebron Center in 1830 by Reuben Rowley from a c 1910 postcard  Commented [MB2]: It would be helpful to provide some 
direction for tourists to understand from where and in what 
direction this rendering was produced 



 

William Annable sketch of Hebron Center c 1840 courtesy of the Douglas Library 

 

Tennant postcard of Hebron center c 1903 



 

Tennant postcard about 1910 

Thinking about it 

- Compare the four views of Hebron over time with what you see today.  What has 

changed and what has stayed the same?  Based on the views, in what time period 

would you like to live?  Why? 

Where to go next 

From here walk down Marjorie Circle to see how this neighborhood has changed 

over the years. A reminder that the homes along Marjorie Circle are on the 

Hebron National Register of Historic Places, but are private dwellings.  Please 

remain on the public right of way and respect the owners’ privacy. 

 

Meet Your Neighbors QR Tours funded by the Hebron Greater Together 

Community Fund in conjunction with the Hebron Historical Society 

 

 

 

 



Stop 2*************************************************** 

The View to the West of # 8 Marjorie Circle looking down the road 

 

 

Tennant postcard 

Fuller’s Tavern stood until 1888 where Route 66 crests the hill before the traffic 

light.  It stood to the left of the Tennant postcard view reproduced above. Today, 

not only has Fuller’s Tavern disappeared, but several other structures have also 

vanished as well.  The Crane House and Conference House no longer remain 

(located to the left of the postcard view).  This early 20th century photograph 

shows Marjorie Circle when it was the primary route to Marlborough before 

Route 66 was built. The Conference House served as a lecture hall for people in 

Hebron.  In an age of rudimentary newspapers and without internet media, the 

Conference House provided a lecture room where speakers could talk about 

important topics, such as the effects of the Fugitive slave Act on New England’s 



Black population, the role of states’ rights, or Darwinian thoughts on evolution. 

Eventually the Conference House was turned into a garage and then demolished.  

Think about it 

Do you or your family ever attend special programs together?  If so, what type? Do 

you ever watch a documentary program with your family on TV? 

What other buildings do you see in the postcard that are no longer standing 

today? 

 

Where to go next 

From here continue to walk down Marjorie Circle. A reminder that the homes 

along Marjorie Circle are on the Hebron National Register of Historic Places, but 

are private dwellings.  Please remain on the public right of way and respect the 

owners’ privacy. 

Meet Your Neighbors QR Tours funded by the Hebron Greater Together 

Community Fund in conjunction with the Hebron Historical Society 

Stop 3******************************************************** 

Dr. Orrin White’s house – Horton House #8 Marjorie Circle 

 



 

C. L. Pendleton 1893 

 When this house was built in 1856 it was one of the most stylish houses in 

Hebron with its wide eaves and flat tin roof that undoubtedly came from 

Mitchell’s tinsmith shop located by Fuller’s tavern across the way.  Dr. White 

treated many African American families in Hebron. In the 1850’s, he had a 13-

year-old African American woman named Almira Russell in his household. Dr. 

White died in 1867 during an outbreak of smallpox amongst Hebron’s African-

Americans.   

To assist with the housekeeping Dr. White’s family employed a young Irish woman 

named Mary Fitzgerald who lived with the family. In the 1850’s Rosa Cavrod and 

Ellen Fitzmore were two of the five young Irish women who sought employment 

as housekeepers in Hebron Center.  By the 1860’s there were many Irish girls 

working in the Silk Mill in Amston, then called Turnerville.  When the Railroad was 

put in during the 1870’s, many Irish workmen were employed.  After the Civil War 

many of these young Irish workers moved on to other jobs, but a few purchased 

farms and settled in town. 

Think about it 

Rosa Cavrod, Ellen Fitzmore and Mary Fitzgerald probably did not attend either 

the Congregational or Episcopal churches in Hebron Center and there was no 



Roman Catholic Church nearby.  Sunday would be their day off. How do you 

suppose they spent their day off? 

Where to go next 

From here continue to walk down Marjorie Circle. A reminder that the homes 

along Marjorie Circle are on the Hebron National Register of Historic Places, but 

are private dwellings.  Please remain on the public right of way and respect the 

owners’ privacy. 

Meet Your Neighbors QR Tours funded by the Hebron Greater Together 

Community Fund in conjunction with the Hebron Historical Society 

Stop 4*********************************************** 

Fuller House-- #21 Marjorie Circle 

 

 

 



Courtesy Hebron Ct American Bicentennial Celebration publication 1976 

 

This is one of the few “mansion Houses” remaining in Hebron Center.  By the early 

1800’s there were several similar houses along the north side of the Green.  These 

houses featured their long side to the street with five windows over a central front 

door and might have one or two chimneys.  This form of Georgian architecture 

was favored by local elites as a symbol of their status and economic position in 

town. In the 1700’s the term “mansion house” was a term used to describe a two-

story house.  Since business transactions were based on credit, having a large 

house was a way of advertising one’s solid credit standing in a community. 

Look at the gable of this house.  There are two windows in the attic space and a 

smaller one above.  This might be a characteristic of a builder in Hebron’s past 

named Joseph Trumbull Griswold who rebuilt the Jonathan Peters’ house at Burnt 

Hill Park in 1805 and built large houses in Hebron, Westchester, and Colchester. 

Think about it 

Can you think of any other old houses you have seen in Hebron like this? Most of 

the other large houses like this one would have belonged to prosperous farmers.  

However, a large house like this one in Hebron Center might have also been the 

home of a minister, lawyer, doctor or other professional who might run their farm 

with hired labor. 

Where to go next 

Marjorie Martin House -# 25 Marjorie Circle  



 

S. B. Pendleton c 1900 

This is the oldest house still standing in Hebron Center.  It is one of few houses in 

Hebron that would have stood before the American Revolution. Few battles of the 

American Revolution were fought in Connecticut.  However, in 1780 Lebanon was 

the site of where the French Cavalry units camped. In June of 1781, Lauzun’s 

French Hussar Troop marched by this house on their way to Yorktown, the last 

battle of the Revolutionary War.  

From 1772-1775 this house served as a merchant’s store. By the early 1800’s, this 

house was home to two remarkable Hebron women who supported themselves 

independently. Jobs for women were scarce in the 19th century. In 1835, this was 

the home of Miss Bradford who ran an academy or finishing school “for select 

young ladies”.  Later in 1854, it was the home of Sybil Gillett who made bonnets 

and sold them from this house.  In the mid-20thcentury it was the home of Miss 

Marjorie Martin, Librarian at the Douglas Library and for whom the road was 

named.   

Think about it 

In the 1800’s there were few jobs for women.  Most women were expected to 

marry.  If not, they could sew or teach school.  Do you know how to sew?  Why 

would that be a valued skill in a time without sewing machines or ready-made 

clothing?   

Name some jobs today that women might have.  How are they different from 

sewing and teaching? 



Where to go next 

From here cross the road to the Gull Schoolhouse. A reminder that the homes 

along Marjorie Circle are on the Hebron National Register of Historic Places, but 

are private dwellings.  Please remain on the public right of way and respect the 

owners’ privacy. 

Meet Your Neighbors QR Tours funded by the Hebron Greater Together 

Community Fund in conjunction with the Hebron Historical Society 

Stop 5************************************************* 

Pliny Parker House – # 30 Marjorie Circle 

 

 

Courtesy Hebron Ct American Bicentennial Celebration publication 



 Pliny Parker was a broom maker and farmer.  He sold his farm products and made 

brooms during the winter.  In the 1840’s, he employed a young Irish laborer 

named Patrick.  Patrick‘s Irish background was totally different from Pliny Parker’s 

Yankee origins.  Patrick spoke English differently and was from a Catholic 

background, Thus, Patrick celebrated different holidays.  Pliny Parker grumbled in 

his diary that he had to give Patrick the day off to celebrate Christmas and St. 

Patrick’s Day.  It was only around the time of the Civil War in the 1860’s that many 

Yankee families came to celebrate Christmas. Thus, Patrick’s request to have 

Christmas Day off came as a surprise to his Yankee employer. 

Think about it 

What would it be like if you moved to a country where your culture was different?  

Would you give up your holiday celebrations for newer ones, if you moved to a 

different place? 

Miss Esther Buell’s House #22 Marjorie Circle– 

 

This house is one of the few fully developed smaller Greek Revival Houses in 

Hebron Center.  Notice how it is different from the surrounding houses.  It was 

built to look like a small Greek temple with its pediment (triangular section of the 

front gable) facing the street.  It’s a melding of traditional elements like 

clapboards, windows and doors with fashionable Grecian moldings, cornices, and 

columns.  Despite its small size, the house was designed to look fashionable.  

Think about it 

If your family were to build a house, would they design it themselves or buy a 

house already built?  Why?  How is you house similar or different from your 

neighbors’. 

 



Where to go next 

From here walk toward the Gull Schoolhouse. 

Meet Your Neighbors QR Tours funded by the Hebron Greater Together 

Community Fund in conjunction with the Hebron Historical Society 

Stop 6 ********************************************************* 

Gull School –relocated from Old Colchester Road. 

 

 This building was moved to Hebron Center from the Gull section of Old Colchester 

Road.  It is a district school and represents how children in the 1800’s would 

receive their education.  Older and younger students would all learn in the same 

room, but be taught different lessons which they would then memorize and recite 

out loud.  By colonial and then state law, colonial towns had to provide schools for 

their residents.  One of the purposes of property taxes was to finance schools and 

school teachers.  In an age before gasoline powered engines, children had to walk 

to school or go by horse and buggy.  Towns divided their area up into school 

districts.  In 1870, Hebron had 11 school districts.  Many of these one-room 

schools still stand in Hebron. Charles M. Profit, a young African American boy, who 

lived on the Northam family farm went to school here learning his lessons along 

with Yankee children. As you travel through Connecticut, see if you can spot 

former one room schools now turned into houses. 



Think about it 

Are you ever asked to memorize a lesson and recite it back?  Why at a time when 

books and paper were somewhat expensive would using memorization skills be 

useful? How is this school similar or different from the school you attend(ed)? 

Where to go next 

From the Gull Schoolhouse walk toward the Hebron Town Office building to the 

WW II Civilian Watch Station. 

Meet Your Neighbors QR Tours funded by the Hebron Greater Together 

Community Fund in conjunction with the Hebron Historical Society 

Stop 7***************************************************** 

WW II Civilian Aircraft Observation Post --   

 

This building once stood at the top of the hill on the Hebron / Columbia border 

and was used early in World War II to keep watch for enemy airplanes that might 

threaten the peace.  Eventually radar technology made its purpose unnecessary.  

During WWII, Houses and factories had blackout curtains to prevent them from 



being seen from the air during the night.  People in Hebron changed their way of 

life to further the war effort.  Victory Gardens were planted to supplement food 

sources. Some products like gasoline and butter were rationed and women went 

to work in factories to take the place of men fighting in the war.  

Think about it  

Do you know anyone who fought or lived during WWII?  Do they ever talk about 

their experiences?   

How would your life be different if gasoline were rationed or limited?  Would you 

walk or ride a bike more? 

Where to go next 

From here, walk past the Hebron Town Office Building toward the small Old Town 

Records Building. 

Meet Your Neighbors QR Tours funded by the Hebron Greater Together 

Community Fund in conjunction with the Hebron Historical Society 

Stop 8************************************************************* 

Hebron Records Building – 

 



 

 

 These brick buildings date from 1910 and 1960. They contain the records of 

Hebron from before 1708 to the present.  These records list births, marriages and 

deaths as well as property sales.  They provide a continuous record of change in 

Hebron over the past 300 years.  By 1744 only 40 years after settlement, Hebron 

had over 150 families with 7, 8 or 9 children within its bounds. As a result, a once 

vast tract of land came to be divided up into smaller farm parcels. 

Think about it 

Hebron originally included parts of Marlborough and Andover. In 1744 Isaac 

Pinney drew a map of Hebron showing where families lived.  Many of the roads 

that go through town today are shown on the 1744 map.  The center of town is 

marked by the lopsided rectangle in the center.  Can you identify any roads that 

you use today that existed in 1744? 

Where to go next You are now close to where you began this tour. Have a seat in 

the Airdorondack chairs and look at the surrounding area.  When ready, go down 

to the cross walk heading toward the Congregational Church 



Meet Your Neighbors QR Tours funded by the Hebron Greater Together 

Community Fund in conjunction with the Hebron Historical Society 

Stop 9*************************************************** 

Hendee house and store no longer standing,  

 located where Route 85 heads toward Gilead 

 

 



 Before 1882 the space between Dr. White’s House and the Congregational Church 

was the location of Hendee’s house and store, one of 5 stores located in Hebron 

Center. There is little evidence that Hebron residents were part of the 

Underground Railroad before the Civil War.  However, the Hendee residence in 

Andover is known to have been a stop.  One can only speculate on whether the 

Hendee family living here was involved.  In 1850, Abner Hendee employed a 20-

year-old Irish woman as a housekeeper.  On a windy April Day in 1882 sparks from 

the Hendee chimney landed on the store roof setting the store and most of the 

buildings to the east of it on fire.  The fire of 1882 forever changed Hebron Center. 

Almost all that you see on the north side of the Green looking toward the Old 

Town Hall dates from after that blaze. 

Think about it 

There was no Hebron Fire Department in 1882.  How do you think people back 

then might have tried to put the fire out?  Looking at the lower picture, how 

successful were they? 

Meet Your Neighbors QR Tours funded by the Hebron Greater Together 

Community Fund in conjunction with the Hebron Historical Society 

Stop 10 – 

Conclusion*************************************************** 

Conclusion – Return to Airdorondack chairs where you started this tour and look 

south down Church Street. Imagine that you are living in Hebron in 2123, how 

might Church Street look then?  Would there be street lights?  How might people 

travel? Do you think any of the buildings and landscaping you have seen today will 

be around 100 years from now? 

Meet Your Neighbors QR Tours funded by the Hebron Greater Together 

Community Fund in conjunction with the Hebron Historical Society 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



August 12, 2023 

 

Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission Town Office Building 

15 Gilead Street 

Hebron, Connecticut 06248  

 

Members of the Planning and Zoning Commission: 
Natalie Wood, Chairperson   nwood@hebronct.com 
Frank Zitkus, fzitkus@hebronct.com 
Dave Sousa, dsousa@hebronct.com 
Devon Garner, dgarner@hebronct.com 
Jason Boice, jboice@hebronct.com 
Terry McManus, alternate, tmcmanus@hebronct.com 
 
Matthew Bordeaux, Town Planner, mbordeaux@hebronct.com 
Michael O'Leary, Consultant-2024 POCD Update, moleary@hebronct.com 
 

 

Subject: Summary of Hebron Historical Society recommendations for the 2024 Plan of 

Conservation and Development 

 

Dear Chairperson Natalie Wood, members of the Planning and Zoning Commission, Matthew 

Bordeaux, and Michael O'Leary,  

At the invitation of Chairperson Natalie Wood of the Hebron Planning and Zoning Committee, 

the Hebron Historical Society POCD Update Committee has been meeting for several months 

to discuss how revisions to the 2014 Plan of Conservation and Development align with the 

mission statement of the Hebron Historical Society and provide for avenues of future 

collaboration. Please find attached a detailed report on the recommendations suggested by 

the Hebron Historical Society and the Hebron Historical Society 2024 POCD Update 

Committee. Below is a summary of the issues and recommendations noted in that report. 

The Hebron Historical Society is cited within the 2014 POCD, and would like to further 

collaboration by having the following items considered for addition to the 2024 POCD: 

*  Greater enhanced engagement between town boards, elected officials, staff, 

knowledgeable public, and the Hebron Historical Society, particularly regarding the 

acquisition and changes related to historic structures, properties, and sites, etc. in Hebron. 

* Creation of an enhanced and inclusive narrative of Hebron’s history that represents 

Indigenous Peoples, African Americans, and other under-represented minorities, who 

contributed to Hebron’s past referenced to significant social and political trends or events. 

* Initiation of an inclusive evaluation (with the collaboration of town staff and support 

with the Hebron Historical Society) to further research historical aspects of properties 

(structures, archaeological sites, and land, etc.) currently owned by the town. 

mailto:nwood@hebronct.com
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mailto:dgarner@hebronct.com
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* Expanded listing and mapping of privately and publicly owned prehistoric and 

historically important areas of sensitivity throughout Hebron including architectural, 

archaeological, and historical landscape, etc.  aspects. 

*  Initiation with the inclusion of the Hebron Historical Society of a historical review 

process prior to acquisition of properties by the town of Hebron. 

*  Development of town ordinances align with State of Connecticut guidelines for the 

protection of archeological sites owned by the Town of Hebron. 

* Clarification and prioritization of current preservation ordinances linked with Town 

of Hebron designations of the Hebron Green with a focus on preserving salient historic 

features and having construction and/or reconstruction conform with scale, fenestration, 

building materials, etc. 

* Emphasis and inclusion of the Secretary of State Standards for Rehabilitation of 

Historic Buildings in preservation of historic structures. 

* Update of Hebron Architectural and Archaeological Resource Survey/ Inventory, 

www.hebronhpc.org and www.connecticutbarns.org to remove errors, more comprehensive 

inclusion of barns, out buildings and archaeological sites. Adding information from the Town 

of Hebron Indigenous and African American SHPO study when available, Witness Stone 

research, and other historical research. 

Thank you for your time and consideration, please let us know if you have any questions.  At 

your convenience, members of the Hebron Historical Society would like to schedule a 

meeting to discuss the following recommendations for the 2024 POCD Update. 

Sincerely, 

Mary-Ellen Gonci  

President 

info@hebronhistoricalsociety.org 

 

John Baron 

Liaison, Hebron Historical Society POCD Update Committee 

baronj53@hotmail.com 

 

Hebron Historical Society 

P. O. Box 43 

Hebron, CT 06248-0043 

 



August 12, 2023 Page 1 
 
Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission Town Office Building 
15 Gilead Street 
Hebron, Connecticut 06248  
 
Members of the Planning and Zoning Commission: 
Natalie Wood, Chairperson,  nwood@hebronct.com 
Frank Zitkus, fzitkus@hebronct.com 
Dave Sousa,  dsousa@hebronct.com 
Devon Garner, dgarner@hebronct.com 
Jason Boice  jboice@hebronct.com 
Terry McManus, alternate, tmcmanus@hebronct.com 
 
Matthew Bordeaux, Town Planner, mbordeaux@hebronct.com 
Michael O'Leary, Consultant-2024 POCD Update, moleary@hebronct.com 
 
 
Subject:  Hebron Historical Society recommendations for the 2024 Plan of Conservation and Development 
Update 
 
Suggested revisions to the 2014 POCD are printed in BOLD. 
Page numbers reflect the 2104 POCD. 
 
Section 1 
 
A. Community Description  
 
Page 5 
 
The Town of Hebron, incorporated in 1708, is in central Connecticut, approximately 20 miles southeast of Hartford. 
The Town is bisected by Route 66, which runs east-west through the Town, and by Route 85, which runs north-south. 
The Town contains 37.5 square miles (24,000 acres of land). It has a population density of approximately 258 persons 
per square mile. The topography within Town is primarily rolling hills, typical of the eastern uplands of Connecticut. 
Hebron is one of the few towns in Connecticut with a continuous artifactual record of human occupation from 
the Late Paleoindian Period (9,000-10,000 years ago) to the present. Hebron was shaped by Indigenous 
people, colonial settlers, both enslaved and free African Americans and European immigrants. The Town's 
landscape remains traversed with numerous stonewalls as a tribute to its proud agricultural heritage, with several 
farms still in operation, and over 900 acres of land permanently preserved as agricultural land by farmland 
preservation programs. Historically significant homes built prior to 1948, buildings, and archaeological sites exist 
throughout the Town of Hebron. 
 
Section 2 
 
H. Streetscapes and Scenic Vistas 
 
Page 56 
 
Streetscapes 
 
Streetscapes is the other category that deserves special attention. Hebron has numerous examples of historical 
roads, including Church Street, parts of Gilead Street, and East Street that were planned before the settlement 
of Hebron in 1704-1705. These streets, with the associated stonewalls, mark original proprietor lots laid out in 
1702 and include significant archaeological sites. Some of Hebron's roads are recorded on Isaac Pinney’s 
1744 map, such as Old Colchester Road, East Street, Burrows Hill Road, and Kinney Road. Canopy trees lining 
the pavement edge add much to the rural feel of the Town.  

mailto:nwood@hebronct.com
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Page 2 
 
These aspects can be easily lost when adjacent land develops, stonewalls are removed, numerous curb cuts are 
allowed to remove the tree line edge, and if other poor design decisions are made. 
 
 
Section 2 
 
H. Streetscapes and Scenic Vistas 
 
Page 57 
 
Objective 
 
3. The character of the Town's rural streetscapes should be considered as a major factor in the Town's design for 
improvements to existing roads. To effectively do so, the Town of Hebron needs to identify roads with specific 
historic or archaeological attributes with the collaboration of Hebron’s Historic Properties Commission and 
the Hebron Historical Society or through other agencies, such as State Historic Preservation Office. 
 
 
Section 2 
 
I. Areas of Historical Heritage 
 
Page 59 

Hebron has a rich and diverse history with thousands of years of continuous habitation. Hebron still retains 
sites associated with Indigenous People from the late Paleoindian period sites (circa 10,000 to 9,000 years 
ago) such as Burnt Hill. With fewer than six towns in Connecticut with documented Paleoindian sites, Hebron 
adds to the understanding of these important residents of the distant past. Indigenous occupation in Hebron 
continued through the Archaic Period (circa 9,000 to 3,000 years ago) and into the Woodland Period (circa 
2,700 to 400 years ago), represented by sites such as Hebron Center and Mint Brook. Following the gift of the 
Mohegan sachem Attawanhood in 1675 to the Saybrook Legatees, the first colonial settlement sites were 
established along Church Street, leading to the founding of Hebron in 1704. The Isaac Pinney map of 1744, 
(*include new illustration*) the first map of Hebron, shows a small-town center with numerous family farms 
spread out across the landscape. Post-Revolutionary War American settlement sites, including some large 
and prosperous plantations, were established south of Hebron Center and to the north of Burnt Hill Park 
(mid-18th century). Hebron is fortunate to also have well documented African American sites such as the 
Cesar and Sim Peters site at #127 Wall Street (circa 1720). By the United States Census of 1850, Hebron was 
home to a thriving community of free African Americans, the largest in Tolland County. Many members of this 
community were formerly enslaved, or the children of those formerly enslaved, and were highly skilled 
farmers, paid to work the land for wealthy landowners.  

Reminders of historic agriculture can be found throughout town and include still active farms along Gilead 
Street, as well as at the Raymond Brook Preserve and the Horton Property on Kinney Road (early 18th century 
to present). The mills and early industrial sites of Hebron have recently gained attention and include 
Hopevale and Turnerville (19th century). These early industrial sites also hosted some of Hebron’s 19th 
century European immigrant communities, including groups of Italian farmers, Irish mill workers and Swiss 
and Austrian textile workers. With its vibrant history, the town of Hebron has an interesting and significant 
narrative incorporating Indigenous People, Colonial farmers, African Americans, both enslaved and free, and 
European immigrant contributions to our shared cultural heritage.  



 
 
 
 
 

Page 3 
 
 
 
(continued) 

Efforts to preserve, document and protect these known historic and archeological resources must continue. 
The town of Hebron should foster research to uncover and promote any new discoveries, so that the past can 
enrich future generations. These efforts should involve Hebron Historic Properties, Hebron Historical 
Society, and other resources. 
 
In the interest of recognizing and protecting its historic resources, the Town has already taken several significant steps 
in this direction. A "Historical and Archeological Resources Inventory" identifying significant sites was compiled in 
the 1980's and warrants updating to reflect current historical areas of interest. This Inventory was a start on 
the comprehensive survey of historical sites. The Historic Properties Commission helped facilitate creation of a 
National Register Historic District around the Hebron Green, the Planning and Zoning Commission adopted specific 
regulations affecting the Hebron Green zoning district, and a separate section of this Plan was designated for 
Historical Heritage. These efforts need to be supplemented with information tracing the development of 
Hebron Green, its salient architectural characteristics, and archaeological sites throughout town. 
 
The Town has purchased the Peters House, an architecturally and culturally significant structure which reached its 
current configuration in 1805 intended to be used for town and community activities upon completion of its 
renovations and has begun its renovation through a grant secured by the Hebron Historical Society from the 1772 
Foundation. In addition, a Small-Town Economic Assistance Program grant was secured by the Town. In addition, the 
archaeological site of the blacksmith shop at Burnt Hill Park which housed Cesar Peters’ family in 1783 has 
been approved for inclusion on the “Connecticut Freedom Trail”, see www.ctfreedomtrail.org. Burnt Hill Park is the 
site of the birthplace of John Thompson Peters who was instrumental in setting up the Connecticut 
Colonization Society leading to the founding of the African nation of Liberia. 
Pages 60 and 61 
 
(***NOTE from HHS POCD Update Committee*** Revise Map # 9 Historic Features to include Indigenous, 
African American and European Immigrant locations as identified with the assistance of the Hebron Historical 
Society. The process to identify these sites and create a revised map is underway and will be presented as soon 
as possible.) 
 
Section 2 
 
I. Areas of Historical Heritage 
 
Page 62 
 
- Restoration work, funded through various grants, has taken place on the Old Town Hall, the Horton house, the Gull 

and Burrows hill schoolhouses, and the World War II Civilian Aircraft Observation Post. The Secretary of Interior’s 
Standards of Rehabilitation should guide these efforts. 

- The Historic Properties Commission has established a Hebron historic properties inventory of over 250 properties 
and will continue to update this informational website at www.hebronhpc.org. This website contains especially 
useful information including a link to the Hebron Historical Society website at www. HiebronHistoricalSociety.org 
which will be updated as new historical information becomes available. The “Hebron’s Historic Heritage” 
booklet was updated and digital access to the site entitled “Hebron’s Historic Heritage” will be added. The 
Town has received “Certified Local Government” status and “Preserve America” designation enabling the Town to 



apply for Federal and State historic preservation grants. 
 
 
 

Page 4 
 

(continued) 
 

- An inventory of historic barns was compiled as part of a state-wide effort and should be updated to make it a 
more comprehensive study of Hebron’s agricultural past. See more information at www.ConnecticutBarns.org. 

Goal and Objectives 
 
Goal:  Locate, document, protect and preserve Hebron's full and inclusive rich, historic heritage for the 
education, enrichment and enjoyment of all citizens and promote the environmental, economic, and cultural 
benefits of historic preservation. Historic resources include homes, schools, religious structures, cemeteries, 
historic markers, objects, and older manufacturing and mill sites, as well as the outbuildings, landscaping and 
spaces associated with them. Additional resources include old rail lines, historic roads, stonewalls, notable 
archeological areas, and scenic views and vistas that are an integral part of their historic setting. 
 
Objectives: 
 
1.  Continue to facilitate the designation of historic districts, archaeological sites, and historic properties 
where appropriate to assure preservation of historic assets. In addition to the 90-day demolition delay, 
develop and enact ordinances that will preserve Hebron’s cultural heritage. Align local ordinances for 
town owned archaeological sites with state ordinances. Photograph and measure historic structures 
subject to demolition. 
 
2. Continue to review and amend zoning and subdivision regulations to require new land development to protect and 
complement historic resources and give full consideration to protecting and maintaining historic resources by 
including stonewalls, notable trees, landscape features, archaeological sites in reviewing plans for new 
subdivisions or renovation of existing buildings. Historic landscapes of note include such areas as the Wall Street 
Burial ground and remaining landscaping in the state highway verge at the Cesar and Sim Peters site, #127 Wall 
Street.  
 
3. Encourage identification and preservation of Hebron’s historic buildings by updating Hebron’s cultural resource 
inventories and seek to protect them from demolition, decay or inappropriate modification through ordinances, 
grants, and other means. 
 
4. Encourage preservation and maintenance of historic buildings, landscaping, and cemeteries by public and private 
landowners, through honorific listings, tax abatements and other means.  
 
 
Section 2 
 
I. Areas of Historical Heritage 
 
 Page 63 
 
5. Support restoration and recreational use of historic rail lines by creating QR code tours that focus on each trail’s 
salient historic characteristics and role in Hebron history. 
 
6. The Hebron Historic Properties Commission and the Hebron Historical Society, with the assistance of the Town, 
should develop and conduct workshops and publish on their websites information to encourage residents and 
commercial entities to research and further inventory unique historical aspects of their properties and promote 



educational programs to keep Hebron’s legacy alive for all its citizens. Actively promote research on the 
archaeological and historical significance of town owned properties to promote tourism and market aspects. 

 
Page 5 

 
(continued) 
 
Previously successful mill tours could be expanded to include Amston sites. Other topics might include farm 
tours, cemetery tours, an African American site tour or QR-Tours. The tour audience could include school 
children, youth groups (such as AHM and Scout groups), senior centers and all members of the community.  
 
 7. Consider applying the provisions of the “Village District”, as set forth in P. A. 98-116, to the Hebron Green and other 
areas as another mechanism of protecting this unique area by reviewing current ordinances to align with the 
Secretary of the Interiors Standards of Rehabilitation. Particular attention should be given to retaining or 
reproducing appropriate proportions for new work, appropriate window size and configuration, application 
of siding, as well as making owners aware of the importance of retaining period details visible from the road. 
 
 8. Continue to support the restoration and public use of the Peters House and promote educational activities at this 
site by reviewing previous and current work to align with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards of 
Rehabilitation, documenting restoration work previously completed, and correcting erroneous information 
associated with the structure. 
 
9. Promote the establishment of an annual Hebron Historical House / Sites Tour to increase interest in preserving 
these historic sites. Promote Witness Stones Educational Program, Juneteenth at the Peters’ House and add a 
historical focus to Hebron Day, as well as QR Tours or bus tours of historically significant areas. 
 
10. Encourage the Historic Properties Commission to collaborate with the Hebron Historical Society to continue 
to apply for available historic preservation and restoration grants to preserve the Old Town Hall as a key visual 
component of the east end of the Hebron Green and as the historic seat of Hebron’s government and social 
life.  
 
11.  Partner with the Hebron Greater Together Community Fund and other resources to promote diversity, 
equity, and inclusiveness (DEI) in narrating Hebron’s history as it applies to Hebron’s archaeological and 
architectural past. 
 
12.  Work closely with the State Historic Preservation Office and follow the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards and reports generated by SHPO. Promote SHPO grant to the Town of Hebron to identify historic 
locations in Hebron associated with Indigenous People and African Americans.  
 
13. Apply for grants and seek other funding to identify and preserve historic structures in Hebron that may 
qualify.  
 
14. Set as a priority the identification of the 1783 blacksmith shop location at Burnt Hill Park. The 
blacksmith shop was the residence of Cesar and Sim Peters at the time of his abduction and the reason 
Burnt Hill Park is listed on the Connecticut Freedom Trail. See Connecticut Freedom Trail designation 
for the Cesar and Sim Peters home site, #127 Wall Street, and sites associated with Josephine Sophia 
White Griffing, and other notable African American sites. 
 
15. Town of Hebron should research and promote property associated with Don Juan Anthony Lanares, 
Hebron’s first Latino resident, who married Lydea Ewens in Hebron in 1755. One year later Don Juan 
Anthony Lanares purchased 15 acres of land on “the highway from Hebron to Colchester” for £500, a 
significant sum at the time. The town of Hebron should additionally promote the identification of 1781 
French Troop route and encampment site in Amston. 
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16. Town of Hebron should manage the overgrowth of invasive species from stonewalls that border its  
historic roads, have overtaken its historic burying grounds and cover important archaeological sites. 
 
17. To provide an historic prospective and assist in evaluation historic attributes of potential and already 
acquired open space land purchases, consider adding a member of the Historic Properties Commission to the 
Hebron Open Space Land Acquisition Committee and maintain steady communication between Planning and 
Zoning with Hebron Historical Society when historic structures, especially within the historic district are 
considered. 
 
18. The Hebron Historical Society assisted in the research and publication of "Lost Mill Sites in Hebron, 
Connecticut" (December 15, 2016) by Richard N. Symonds, Jr., identifying historic mill sites in Hebron. 
These archeological sites need to be protected from vandalism by amateur artifact hunting by creation of a 
town ordinance that aligns with state policy regarding archaeological sites on State owned land. Town owned 
archaeological sites should be designated as Connecticut Archaeological Preserves. 
 
 
Section 4 
 
F. Cemeteries 
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Hebron has a number of small, historic cemeteries dating back to 1723 that help document the development of 
the Town and serve as reminders of our diverse history.  Below is a list of all Town Cemeteries, their dates, and 
their locations. Also included are two additional cemeteries not officially recognized in Town Records: the 
individual gravesites of John Knowlton Rollo 2 and of Bulah Stark 3. The Rollo gravesite is located on the south 
side of the discontinued portion of Slocum Road within the Salmon River State Forest. It contains a well-
preserved headstone encircled by a stone wall. 4. The Stark site is located roughly in the Burrows Hill Road 
section of town, although its exact whereabouts is unknown. 
 
(***NOTE from HHS POCD Update Committee*** - Our review of the POCDs for 2004 and 2014 lists 
differences in names and ID numbers for Hebron’s Cemeteries. It is also interesting to note that the listing for 
Old Town Cemetery/New Hebron Cemetery  is  #4. The New Hebron Cemetery isn’t listed, and we recommend 
it be added as # 12.   To be consistent with the Comprehensive Listing of Known Hebron, Connecticut Burials Dated 
1992 . we recommend listing as follows.) 
 
The other Hebron Cemeteries are listed below. Of these, three are in active use (New Hebron Cemetery, St. 
Peter’s Cemetery and Gilead Cemetery): 
 
1.  Town Burying Ground / Old Hebron Cemetery, 1723 to 1865, located on the East side of Wall Street, 
includes 451 memorials.  Town owned and maintained. 
 
The back of the Old Cemetery is now recognized as including the town’s African American and 
Indigenous individuals, as well as indigent or transient individuals.  Research continues to identify 
where and how many individuals were buried there.   
 
Footnote -  
The deed for the Town Burying Ground / Old Hebron Cemetery indicates it was deeded as follows: ”In 



Hebron, one mile north of village on Andover Road, near residence of late Judge Cyrus Mann.  Obadiah 
Horsford deeds land to Nathaniell Mann Dec 10, 1723.” Hebron Land Records Book 1 page 342-3 states  
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(Spelling is copied from original text), “three acres of sd seven acres xxx and a half is hereby reserved 
as heretofore for a burying place which sd Mann has liberty to improve for pasturing horses, cattle, and 
sheep always alowing a Convenient way for passing and Repassing and to maintain Convenient gats or 
bars."  Nathaniel Mann purchased 6 acres for his own use with this transaction, which was later referred 
to as “Obadiah’s 9 acres.” 
 
On November 11, 1865, members of the Hebron community decided that the Town Burying Ground / 
Old Hebron Cemetery “should be enlarged" and the Hebron Cemetery Association was formed. The 
association included “stock…of fifty shares.” According to the Hebron Land Records Volume 24, page 39, 
its President was “Jasper Porter, Directors James H. Jagger, Seth Smith and Jasper Porter, Treasurer 
Jasper Porter, Secretary James H. Jagger.” 
 
2.  Gilead Cemetery, 1751 to Present, located on the East side of Gilead Hill, includes 1,143 memorials. 
Owned and maintained by the Gilead Cemetery Association. 
 
3.  Church of England Cemetery / Godfrey Hill Cemetery, 1741 to 1842, located on the East side of Gilead 
Street / Rte. 85, near Slocum Road, includes 83 memorials.  Owned and maintained by St. Peters 
Episcopal Church. 
 
4.  Jones Street Cemetery, 1777 to 1934, located on the East side of Jones Street, across from Chittenden 
Road, includes 198 memorials.  Town owned and maintained.  
 
5.  Burrows Hill Cemetery, 1816 to 1940, located on the East side of Burrows Hill Road, across from 
Chesterfield Road, includes 138 memorials.  Town owned and maintained. 
 
6.  Gott Cemetery, 1795 to 1865, located on the North side of Niles Road, includes 36 memorials. Town 
owned and maintained. 
 
7.  Sumner Cemetery / Gay Cemetery, 1808 - 1838, located off North Street in Gay City State Park, 
includes 5 memorials. 
 
8.  Jones Cemetery, 1846 to 1900, located on the South Side of Niles Road, includes 10 family memorials. 
Town owned and maintained. 
 
9.  St. Peter’s Cemetery, 1819 to Present, located at St. Peter’s Church on Church Street / Rte. 85, includes 
1,441 memorials.  Maintained by St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. 
 
10.  Stark Cemetery, circa 1813, a single grave site located at 320 Burrows Hill Road on the current 
Wallen property.   
 
Footnote - Bulah Stark was reportedly laid to rest there. She was the wife of Captain Benjamin Stark and 
died on October 4, 1813. An interview was conducted with Mr. Wallen. He obtained the house from his 
aunt, Alberta Wallen, and contacted Nick Bellantoni, a former State Archeologist, to investigate the 
gravestone and its circumstances. Mr. Wallen indicated that Bellantoni inspected the stone, including 
foot stone, and did soil testing by removing ’cones’ of soil. Coffin nails reportedly were found in the soil 
samples. This was reportedly enough for him to confirm that a burial was indeed interred there.  It is 
interesting that this apparently unknown woman would be buried on private property instead of in the 
Burrows Hill Cemetery across the street. We can speculate on reasons for this, but no amount of 



speculation is accurate. 
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11.  Rollo Cemetery, circa 1777, a single grave site located on the South side of the discontinued portion 
of Slocum Road. 
 
Footnote - Corporal John Rollo was a Revolutionary War Soldier who heeded the call of the “Lexington Alarm,”(a 
route and series of signals that started by William Dawes and Paul Revere and called to arms militia units from 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey). Rollo supported the Boston-area Colonists for a total 
of twenty-one days before he passed away in 1777, although he did not fall in battle.  Interestingly, the majority 
of the Rollo family rests in the Gilead Cemetery. However, because it is suspected that John K. Rollo died of 
smallpox, the stringent rules of the day would not allow him to be buried or moved to a more populated location 
out of concerns of spreading the disease. Corporal Rollo was rumored to have been buried with his horse- again 
out of concern of spreading the disease. (Rollo’s military service and death are not connected)  
 
12.  New Hebron Cemetery, 1963 to Present, located on the East side of Wall Street, includes 293 
memorials.  Maintained by the New Hebron Cemetery Association. 
 
Footnote - The New Hebron Cemetery Association was incorporated on July 24, 1963, with Sirreno 
Scranton, Sr providing initial support and funding.  
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The Town of Hebron’s Park and Recreation Department, in collaboration with the Hebron Historical Society, 
maintains the grounds at the Burrows Hill Cemetery, the Jones Street Cemetery, the Old Town Cemetery, and 
the two Niles Road Cemeteries (Jones and Gott Cemeteries). The others are maintained by private parties and 
the Rollo site is maintained by a Hebron Resident.  
 
Both the New Hebron Cemetery and Gilead Cemetery are non-denominational. New Hebron Cemetery has 
approximately 5 acres of available land, and Gilead has approximately 6 acres. Both associations anticipate 
having adequate room to serve the community for the foreseeable future.  
 
Care of our local Cemeteries is important because it shows our respect and gratitude for the people 
resting there.  They struggled to survive in an uncertain environment.  As they worked the land, they 
strived to conserve it and its natural resources, constructed homes, planted crops, developed 
businesses, and became gainfully employed.  The knowledge we gain in our cemeteries is a rich resource 
for understanding Hebron’s past.   
 
Utilize the recommendations of the Connecticut Gravestone Network, www.ctgravetsones.org, for the 
following Gravestone Care Practices are recommended for Hebron’s Historic Cemeteries: 
 
- Note condition of gravestone and document cracks, vandalism, peeling layers on brownstone 
gravestones, presence of lichen and acid rain.  This is the first step in creating a written, documented 
cemetery plan along with the number of and type of stone and photos of each monument for future 
reference. 
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Next steps would be: 
- Do we want to restore it? 
- Do we want to repair it? 
- Do we want to maintain and let nature take its course? 
 
- All restoration / repair should be documented as to what materials were used. 
 
- Note gravestones that are beginning to lean or flat on the ground, make notations and repair as soon   
as possible.  Remember that a leaning stone can fall and crack or break when it does. 
 
- Note soil around gravestones and thin saplings, and remove tree roots, creeping vines, etc. before they 
become involved enough to topple the stones. 
 
- Clean stones as needed according to approved procedures with approved solutions.  
 
- Report vandalism and address as indicated. 
 
- Look for missing footstones and replace them as necessary. 
 
- Do not dig into the soil or allow trees to grow too large as their roots can cause bones to surface, or 
stones to be damaged.  
 
- Mow the cemetery areas regularly to maintain a pleasant appearance. 
 
- Cut back invasive growth, and spray for poison ivy and bittersweet around the borders of each 
cemetery at least annually. 
 
- Identify a GPS ID for each stone and develop a map for researchers to follow.  
 
 
After attending a seminar with Ruth Shapleigh-Brown, Director of the Connecticut Gravestone Network, 
in 2014, the Hebron Historical Society engaged in an effort to clean gravestones in the Old Cemetery and 
began doing so in 2015. We worked with Parks & Recreation Director, Rich Calarco and subsequently 
Craig Bryant as advisors. 
 
Since then, the Hebron Historical Society and volunteers from the community have:  
-  Cleaned all of the gravestones in the Old Cemetery.  
-  Began resetting stones that were leaning or flat on the ground . 
- Researched biographies of all of the people interred there and added to our understanding of Hebron’s 
growth and the people of the past. 
-  Began recording GPS markers for each gravestone to assist those researching family members. A map 
will be developed to aid their efforts. 
-  Worked with Hebron Boy Scout Troop 28 as boys earn their Eagle Scout rank and make improvements 
at Burrows Hill, Jones Street and Gott Cemeteries.  
 
Ruth Shapleigh-Brown also advocated for us and scheduled the State Archeologist, Brian Jones, and Soil 
Scientist, Debbie Surabian to conduct a Ground Penetrating Radar study for two areas of the cemetery 
in 2016. These areas, one in the front near Wall Street, the other in the back, are void of gravestones. 
The question was, are people buried here?  When the study was completed, we were not surprised to 



learn that there is evidence of unmarked graves in both locations. 
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Work has begun with Lisa and Will Cornell of Beyond the Gravestone to repair as many of the severely 
broken stones as possible. Thanks to the Town’s allocation of 50K, from ARPA funds, we will be able to 
repair some of these stones. 
 
The Hebron Historical Society began working with the Hebron Coalition on Diversity & Equality (CoDE) 
to explore Indigenous and African American burials in Hebron.  In 1936, local historian Susan Pendleton 
published an article in the Rockville Leader that indicated ”there are African American burials at the 
rear of the Wall Street burying ground” and suggested that the emancipated Cesar Peters is one of them. 
Ground Penetrating Radar was conducted on July 8, 2023, by Sarah Sportman, Connecticut State 
Archeologist. This study indicated the “area may contain unmarked burials.”  We have also noted  an 
unusual stone arrangement to the front right of this area.  It is reminiscent of written descriptions of 
gravestones used for African American and Indigenous people. There is no inscription on this grouping 
which is also consistent with previous observations. 
 
 
Goals and Objectives 
 
Goal:  To preserve, protect and research the known burials in Hebron’s cemeteries, a valuable resource 
of Hebron’s diverse history.  To provide adequate funding for the maintenance of the Town owned and 
maintained cemeteries and support the same efforts in privately owned and operated cemeteries.   
 
Objectives: 
 
1.  Continue to explore the undocumented burials of Indigenous and African Americans in Hebron’s 
cemeteries.   
 
2.  Support the efforts with public and private cooperation to clean and preserve Hebron’s cemeteries 
and gravestones. 
 
3.  Support the use of photographic documentation to capture information on gravestones that are 
showing signs of deterioration. 
 
4.  Use public and private partnerships to create a marketing program to provide information and 
promote the historic value of Hebron’s cemeteries.   
 
  
Thank you for your time and consideration, please let us know if you have any questions.  At your convenience, 
members of the Hebron Historical Society would like to schedule a meeting to discuss the following recommendations 
for the 2024 POCD Update. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary-Ellen Gonci 
President 
info@hebronhistoricalsociety.org 
 
John Baron 
Liaison, Hebron Historical Society POCD Update Committee 
baronj53@hotmail.com 
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